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addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with Applicant's duty of candor under 37 CFR §1.56 and in compliance 
with 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98, Applicant submits the present Information Disclosure Statement 
and the attached Form PTO/SB/08A. 

In accordance with 37 CFR §1.98(2)(ii) Applicant has not included copies of the United 
States patent(s) disclosed in this Information Disclosure Statement. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before receipt of the first Office 
Action on the merits and constitutes as a bona fide attempt to comply with 37 CFR §1.97 and 
§1.98. 
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WO 98/48878 is not in the English language. WO 98/48878 discloses an invention that 
relates to a breathing mask used in a CPAP system, comprising one or several of the following 
devices: a) a fixing device enabling the breathing mask to be placed at less pressure on the 
wearer's face with a securing strap (32); b) a sound-proof air outlet (2); c) an air-feed 
connecting element (40); d) a mask seal which seals the mask to the wearer's face without 
damaging the skin. 

In accordance with 37 CFR §1.97, the presentation of this information shall not be 
construed as a representation that a search has been made or that no other material information as 
defined in 37 CFR §1.56 exists, or as an admission that the information cited in this statement is, 
or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR §1.56. 

It is believed no fee is required, however, should the Examiner feel otherwise, the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized and requested to charge the fee to the 
deposit account of the undersigned firm, Account No. 20-1495. 



Respectfully submitted, 



r (I Ra^&rd A. Blackstone, Jr., Reg. No. 25,156 t 
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uired by 37 CFR 1 ,97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
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TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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